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The words of 2 Corinthians 5:14, 

“For the love of Christ compels 

us”, resonate around the wards 

and corridors of Partners in Hope 

Medical Centre in Lilongwe as 

the spiritual, as well as the 

physical, wellbeing of patients and 

staff is cared for 

 

I 
t is not uncommon for 

organisations in the modern 

world to have a ‘strap line’ or 

a vision statement; a pithy saying 

under which the entity operates. 

For Partners in Hope (PIH) 

Medical Centre in Lilongwe, that 

statement is taken from Paul’s 

Second Letter to the Church n 

Corinth – for the love of Christ 

compels us.  

Perhaps the question which follows is: 

compels us to do what? In the case of 

PIH the love of Christ compels them, 

in the words of Chaplain Revd Joseph 

Chirwa, “to serve one another, to 

make disciples of one another, to care 

for one another, to reach out to one 

another, to accept one another”. 

Since its inception, PIH has put equal 

emphasis on both the physical and 

spiritual welfare of its staff and 

patients. The spiritual side of this was 

strengthened about three years ago 

with the appointment of Revd Chirwa 

as full-time chaplain. 

“Through this ministry, individuals, 

both staff and patients, will be 

nurtured in their own spiritual 

development and the gospel shared 

with many others,” said Revd Chirwa.  

“We pray many will come to know 

Christ for themselves, as we want to 

see the truths of the gospel and the 

work of the Holy Spirit grow a deep 

and unquenchable desire for a closer 

relationship with the Lord, a greater 

desire for the Word, a genuine heart 

for the brokenness in our community, 

and a desire to see restoration and 

reconciliation to our God. 

“An important part of my work in this 

area is to identify and encourage 

individuals desiring to grow in their 

Christian walk, through discipleship 

activities.  These individuals, will take 

on ministry activities to the staff and 

patients of Partners in Hope, their 

families and their communities, with 

the goal of witnessing to each 

individual and providing support for 

those who make a decision to accept 

Jesus Christ as their Lord and 

Saviour.” 

A new aspect of the work to nurture 

The work of the Chaplaincy at Partners in 

Hope Medical Centre is supported by SIM 

Malawi Project #MW96853  Medical 

Discipleship & Spiritual Ministry 

Spiritual Care:  Partners in Hope Chaplain, Revd Joseph Chirwa, leading the weekly Chapel Service for staff 

Prayer Points 

 

Please pray  
for the staff who have been 

involved in trauma-healing 

programmes that they would be 

able to put their learning to 

good use at the medical centre 

and in their church communities. 

 

Please give thanks  
for the support of the Board and 

Executive Leadership Team of 

the spiritual aspects of the 

ministry at PIH. 
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the wellbeing of staff and patients 

has been the establishment of a new 

sub-committee of the PIH board. 

This sub-committee has been 

formed to focus on Spiritual 

ministry at PIH. The prayer and 

desire of all concerned is that this 

group will lead to a higher focus on 

opportunities for staff to share the 

gospel of Christ with other staff, 

patients and their families. 

“These issues of serving, caring and 

accepting each other are very 

important in the ministry of PIH, 

which started out as a specialist 

medical centre for those with HIV-

AIDS, especially at a time when 

there was a lot of stigma and 

discrimination against those who 

were infected,” said Revd Chirwa.  

“Times have changed, but the 

underlying principle and ethos of 

PIH has not. Christ’s love compels 

us, and with a new spiritual life sub-

committee of the board, we pray 

that the focus beyond physical care 

will be further emphasised and be 

placed on spiritual care for those 

coming to the medical centre, 

whether they be staff, patients or 

their families.” 

Spiritual ministry at PIH is growing, 

and USAID has recognised that 

spiritual life is an integral part of 

being Malawian, and has recently 

added a spiritual dimension to some 

of the outreach programmes. 

USAID has recognised that faith 

leaders, of whatever faith, play a 

s t r o ng  r o l e  i n  Ma l a w i a n 

communities.  

“I have been given a wonderful 

opportunity to join the outreach 

teams and engage pastors in the 

rural areas to assist with promoting 

good health practices in their 

communities, especially relating to 

HIV-AIDS and to encourage 

positive living. This is a far cry from 

the deep-rooted stigma previously 

associated with HIV, and also marks 

a change for many churches, where 

believers felt that HIV was a 

judgement from God on specific 

individuals,” said Revd Chirwa. 

 

 

 

 

Physical Care: A PIH nurse working with a patient 

Partners in Hope: A view of the building in Lilongwe 
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A rise in unplanned teen 

pregnancies is an unlooked-for 

consequence of Covid-19 in 

Malawi. Paul Kraenzler, Station 

Director of Radio Lilanguka in 

Mangochi, talks about this 

problem and what his station is 

looking to do to help alleviate it 

 

A 
t least here in Malawi the 

Corona season seems to 

be over. There are no 

new cases reported and life is 

getting back to normal. 

However, the long ‘holiday’ left 

its own mark. The issue of early 

pregnancies has come into focus. 

With the schools closed, the 

number of teen pregnancies has 

risen after a couple of years 

where numbers have decreased. 

Aisha* is just 15 years old. But she 

has quite a story to tell. Her mother 

has raised her and her our younger 

siblings with great difficulty. All five 

children have different fathers. None 

of the fathers lives with their mother 

or contributes to the costs of living 

for them. The struggle for daily bread 

is hard. 

One day Aisha has an idea. Without 

her, her mother would have one 

person less to worry about and get 

food. But where could she go? When 

she was 12 years old, she was sent to 

the ‘bush school’, a several-week 

camp in a secluded place where girls 

are taught about culture, proper 

behaviour as a wife, and sex 

education. Aisha has had her monthly 

period for nearly two years now and 

knows therefore, that she could be 

married.  

Without informing her mother about 

her thoughts she spreads the 

message that she is ready to become 

the wife of a man who will feed her. 

Before long, she gets a message that 

Mr Yobo from the neighbouring 

village is interested. She goes to visit 

him and he promises to feed her well 

if she helps with the chores around 

the house. 

He owns a fishing business at the 

lake, so he can afford a third wife. 

Aisha is convinced that she will have 

a better life there at Mr Yobo’s place 

and it will also help her mother. A 

few days later Aisha takes her blanket 

and the few clothes she owns and 

leaves home while her mother is at 

the river for washing. She moves into 

one of Mr Yobo’s huts. She gets to 

know the other two wives of Mr 

Yobo who welcome her because, as 

the youngest, she will do most of the 

hard work. 

Aisha’s mother starts to get worried 

after a few days of Aisha not coming 

home. Sometimes Aisha would sleep 

at a friend’s house or visit relatives. 

But usually she would say good-bye 

Cover Story 

An unlooked-for effect of  Covid-19 

On the Air:  Broadcasting to the people in and around Mangochi 

The work of Radio Lilanguka, in Partnership with 

Operation Mobiisation. is supported by SIM Malawi 

project #MW96852 Yao Ministry Outreach 
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to her mother before leaving. This 

time there is no message about her 

whereabouts. She starts asking people 

if they have seen Aisha. She asks the 

village chief. Only two or three days 

later somebody tells her the truth: 

‘Your daughter is married with Yobo, 

the fisherman.’ 

Why, my daughter? What did I do to 

scare you away? She can’t understand 

what has happened, but she doesn’t 

waste any time and goes to the 

neighbouring village to Mr Yobo’s 

house. She finds Aisha washing the 

clothes. ‘What has happened? Why 

did you run away without telling me? 

And how can you marry without the 

family discussing it?’ 

Aisha explains that she felt bad 

because she has been a burden to her 

mother, and that this will make life 

easier for both of them. But Aisha’s 

mother is not convinced and does not 

agree. She goes to the village chief 

and asks him to summon Mr Yobo 

about this ‘marriage’. She knows from 

radio broadcasts that it is illegal to 

marry minors and also a bad example 

in the culture to marry without the 

consent of the family of the girl. 

Finally the chief rules that the 

marriage was not properly arranged 

and that Aisha is free to go home 

with her mother. 

Only about 25 out of 100 girls finish 

primary school (not counting those 

who never start). The main reasons 

are poverty, little interest of parents 

to educate girls and early pregnancies, 

as happened in the case of Aisha. 

After half a year at home she made a 

second attempt to become married. 

And this time she became pregnant. 

That’s the perspective of many girls 

about their life: being married and 

having children. 

Pray that we can produce good 

programmes that tackle this problem 

and encourage girls to understand 

that there is more in life than getting 

married at 15 or 16. That girls should 

be proud of themselves and resist 

attempts from men or their own 

family to be married before they 

finish school. That they should 

understand their value in God’s eyes 

and develop the potential that God 

has put in them. 

 

* Names have been changed for security 

Station Manager: Article author Paul Kraenzler 

Without school: One of the few ‘job 

opportunities’ for women is to walk around town 

trying to sell fruit or vegetables 
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Ensuring the Africa Evangelical 

Church (AEC), SIM Malawi’s 

partner Church, has well 

trained, theologically equipped, 

and well mentored pastors is 

central to its work in providing 

scholarships to trainees coming 

through this route. 

 

T 
he AEC has around 150 

congregations spread 

across the whole of 

Malawi. For these 150 churches 

there are only around 50 trained 

pastors and evangelists – roughly 

the same as an assistant pastor 

or an assistant pastor awaiting 

ordination. Each year SIM 

Malawi takes a small number of 

prospective candidates from the 

AEC and, after a rigorous 

interview procedure, sponsors 

them through training at the 

Evangelical College of Malawi 

(EBCoM) in Blantyre. 

The vision behind this important 

ministry is that: ‘By faith we see 

trained pastors and church leaders 

equipped to lead the Malawian 

Church. We see the Church growing 

both numerica l ly and, most 

importantly, into deeper personal 

relationships with Jesus Christ.’ 

“These scholarships generally cover 

tuition fees, boarding fees, and 

transportation to and from college 

each semester,” said Revd Wadi 

Chamambala Head of Christian 

Education in AEC. 

“Without assistance like this, nearly 

none of the students or churches 

would be capable of financing a 

substantial, Christian education. 

Students are expected to provide 

their own funds for registration fees, 

books, and other personal expenses.  

Upon completion of their studies, 

students are expected to undergo a 

one-year internship programme 

under an experienced pastor, in 

order to gain some practical and first-

hand experience of ministry.” 

Revd Wadi sees his role as Head of 

Christian Education for the AEC as 

wide ranging. “Christian Education 

looks at making sure training for 

pastors, and other departments 

Outdoor Evangelism: EBCoM students engaged in outdoor evangelism in a Blantyre market area 

Sponsoring Africa Evangelical Church students is 

supported by SIM Malawi project # MW 96454 

Project Name Church Leadership Scholarships 

Prayer requests 

Please pray: 

for increased passion for the interns to 

serve people wherever they are placed 

and a willingness to learn the practical 

skills of being an effective pastor.  

for provisions for EBCoM to continue 

providing meaningful Biblical training. 

that, in the midst of COVID, God would 

give wisdom in planning courses when a 

new college semester starts in  

January 2021. 

for Rev Wadi in his triple role as pastor, 

head of Christian education for AEC, and 

also the SIM office treasurer. 
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which don’t have co-ordinators, is 

happening through faci l itating 

recruitment of pastors, literature 

development, refresher course etc.,” 

he said. 

This year has proved difficult for the 

students and the college itself. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

EBCoM had to close its doors to 

lectures in March. Students have been 

trying to study from their homes. For 

many, however, this has not been an 

easy process, not least because of 

unreliable internet access, especially 

in more rural areas.  

“Theological education provides skills 

for one ably and efficiently to 

interpret the Bible, making it possible 

for churches to be fed with sound 

teaching. It equips pastors with skills 

l i k e  counse l l i n g ,  p re a ch i n g , 

evangelism, discipleship and others 

necessary for the health of the 

church,” said Revd Wadi. 

“But that is only part of the training 

we help to sponsor. Pastors ‘in the 

field’, as it were, are faced with many 

problems which theological training 

on its own may not help them to deal 

with. Problems such as members’ 

marital issues, drug abuse, school 

drop-outs due to early and unplanned 

pregnancies, just to mention a few, 

are common issues they have to deal 

with. This is where having a year as an 

intern can help the newly graduated 

student grasp vital life lessons.” 

Pastor Wadi’s comments were 

echoed by Phillip Matemba, an 

EBCoM graduate who is serving along 

the lakeshore of Lake Malawi in 

Nkhotakota, which is Muslim 

dominated.   

“By the grace of God I have been able 

to minister to some individuals whom 

I am praying about that the Lord 

would convict their hearts to respond 

to God’s word.  If it were not for the 

training I had at EBCoM, it would 

have been very hard for me even to 

attempt reaching out to these people 

as they are very tough to reach out 

to.  Keep on praying for us,” he said. 

The Final Test?: EBCoM students preparing for their final examinations (photo from exams in pre-COVID times) 

Triple Role:  Local AEC Pastor and AEC’s 

Head of Christian Education, Revd Wadi 

Chamambala, picture in the SIM Malawi 

office where he is also our Treasurer 


