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What started as a solution to a 

specific need in the Africa 

Evangelical Church (AEC) has led to 

the production of high-quality Bible 

Study and devotional books in 

Chichewa which are reaching a 

much wider audience across  

different denominations 

 

P 
erhaps one of the most 

important meetings which 

are regularly held in the 

AEC is the weekly Women’s 

Group. Back in the 1990s, SIM 

Malawi missionary Marilyn Barr 

saw that there was a need to help 

the ladies engage with the Bible. 

To meet that need she wrote a 

Bible Study book in Chichewa. 

This led to a desire, if not 

demand, for more of the same, 

and so a new ministry was 

developed in SIM Malawi.  

Other ministries have seen the need 

for good-quality printed material in 

order to enhance their teaching and 

training work. The same is now true 

of the AEC for its women, its youth 

and its pastors. 

“In recent years, there has been a real 

desire for people in the AEC to be 

more engaged with the Bible through 

personal and group study,” said Revd 

Wadi Chamambala, project leader. 

“Marilyn’s books have met this need, 

and more and more people are using 

them. But it is not just the AEC. We 

are regularly seeing people from other 

churches and denominations visiting 

our small book shop in the Blantyre 

office to buy quantities of the titles we 

have on offer.” 

This increase in demand leads to 

occasional reprints, which has recently 

been the case for two specific books, 

one of which is aimed at the family and 

the other is a wider-appeal Bible Study 

book which is proving popular with 

the youth of the church. 

“‘Banja Langwiro’, roughly translated 

as Perfect Family, is a book which helps 

people to understand God’s master 

plan for marriage,” said Wadi.  

“It gives the meaning and purpose of 

marriage, the required ingredients to 

fulfil God’s plan for marriage, and 

advice for wife and husband on how to 

safeguard their marriage from 

crumbling.  Women in the AEC have 

been using it in their weekly meetings 

to help strengthen their marriages.   

“‘Mutipatse Ife Lero Chakudya Chathu 

cha Lero’ is another interesting and 

very important book aimed at helping 

people read and reflect on the Bible 

for a year.  The title of the book 

comes from the Lord’s Prayer, ‘give us 

today our daily bread’ depicting the 

need for a believer to feed on the 

Word of God on a daily basis. It has 

lessons covering the whole Bible in 

just one year. This book is a great tool 

which can be used in personal 

devotions or group Bible studies.  

Many of the young people in the AEC 

are using this book to help them 

understand the Bible on their own.   

The former AEC National Youth Co-

ordinator, Evangelist MacDonald 

Chiutale shared his excitement now 

that this book is available: “For many 

years our young people have had 

difficulties in reading the Bible in its 

entirety because they lacked a 

 The production of Bible Study books in Chichewa 

is supported by SIM Malawi Project #MW96058 

Chichewa Bible Study Books 

Key training:  Family Peer Educator training in Nsanje 
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systematic guide to help them do 

that.  Now with the introduction of 

this book, I have been encouraging 

them to use it to guide them as 

they study the word of God, from 

Genesis to Revelation.  Some of the 

young people I have in my Bible 

study group have confessed that 

they are finding it easy to read the 

Bible and their faith has been 

growing steadily.  We thank God 

for giving us this book helping our 

youth to discover God on their 

own which was a tall-order for 

many of them.” 

Different materials are being used in 

Christian marriage training, both 

formally and informally. Strong 

families who live out godly lifestyles 

and promote sexual abstinence 

before marriage and faithfulness 

within marriage are powerful 

ambassadors in preventing the 

spread of HIV.  

Revd Wadi reported comments 

made by Modesta Kafukiza who 

attended a local church meeting: 

“Banja Langwiro is the book we 

normally use when counselling 

couples before they enter into 

marriage.  It has vital information on 

marriage, ranging from relationship 

with God to roles of each partner.  

If a couple desires to have a blessed 

married life, then they should 

consider reading this book 

together. 

“Listening to recent feedback from 

our Christian Marriage and Family 

Life peer educators after their 

trainings last year, we were thrilled 

to hear how the churches’ capacity 

and commitment to this ministry 

were going from strength to 

strength and that it was bringing 

positive change in many lives.” 

Wadi here shares a few examples: 

One church had done some local 

research so they could design a 

teaching day to meet the ‘real 

needs’ – this was an encouraging 

sign of growth in strategic thinking 

and planning in a very rural church. 

There have been all kinds of 

differing impacts on families and 

church – after peer educators had 

carried out some teachings for their 

church and community, more 

husbands are now attending church 

with their wives, some families are 

being reconciled, and other couples 

are desiring to show their mutual 

commitment by having a Christian 

wedding in church (most have only 

a village ‘chinkhoswe’ with the 

families). 

We are hearing of increased 

capacity as new leaders are rising 

up. God raised up a strong woman 

leader in one area and then she 

moved to another where she is 

now transforming ministry in the 

new area. Another woman who had 

been in her shadow has now 

blossomed as she has stepped up to 

fill the leadership gap. 

There has been a growth in 

discipling and mentoring, with 

multiple stories of how ‘role-model’ 

families are now meeting/mentoring 

other families in one-on-one 

relationships over extended periods 

rather than just relying on training 

events. 

Influence in communities: our peer 

educators are being asked to train 

other denominations in their 

villages to be able to do similar 

ministries in their churches. 

“There is still much to do, and 

some important changes which will 

impact how we work to produce 

these books,” said Wadi. 

“The biggest change is that Marilyn 

Barr has now returned to her home 

country of Canada where she will 

spend six months of the year. She 

will continue to write books for us 

and we are hoping that her Bible 

study book on Mark’s Gospel will 

be ready for print in the near 

future. 

“We also need to reprint a number 

of books which are out of stock or 

running low. It is important, if not 

vital, that we can keep procuring 

these books as, if we have more 

books written in Chichewa, we can 

fill a gap which is there because of 

limited books in vernacular 

language. Many rural church leaders 

who have had minimal education 

will have an opportunity to 

understand the Bible and other faith

-related issues with the aid of these 

books.”   

Project Leader: Revd Wadi Chamambala 

Prayer Points 
Please pray 

 

For the readers to grow in their 

intimacy with Christ Jesus. 
 

For the reprints to be used 

effectively. 
 

For wisdom to make these 

resources easily available to 

people. 
 

For churches to support their 

congregations to have access to 

these resources.” 
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Malawi has not been immune from 

the impact of COVID-19. Tiyamike 

Sewing has come up with novel 

ideas to help people better 

understand both how to act in 

these uncertain times and also 

how to protect themselves and 

their families.  

 

A 
t the time of writing this 

article, Malawi had 4,714 

COVID-19 cases and 152 

deaths (data from John Hopkins 

University on BBC News Africa 

Coronavirus Tracker). These 

figures are by no means the 

worst in Africa but they have 

been growing steadily in recent 

weeks. 

Many organisations are working to 

help stop the spread of the disease. 

Perhaps one of the more unlikely 

groups is made up of a number of 

widows and single teenage mothers 

working with Tiyamike Women 

Empowerment from its base in 

Blantyre. Tiyamike was set up by SIM 

Malawi missionary Jo Ong.  

“This project seeks to demonstrate 

the love of God through empowering 

women and girls from low-income 

families with sewing skills to increase 

their capacity the better to provide 

for themselves and their families, 

When I set it up, the words of 

Proverbs 31:25 – ‘She is clothed with 

strength and dignity; she can laugh at 

the days to come’ -  were, and still are, 

central to why I did so.” said Jo. 

“Girls in Malawi are often not given 

the chance to finish their schooling, 

due to financial constraints. As a 

result, many women lack the 

education to acquire skills adequately 

to generate income to provide for 

their families. They rely heavily on 

the husband as a source of income. 

This is a problem when the husband 

dies, leaves the family, or struggles to 

find employment.” 

Tiyamike runs a nine-month training 

course where women and girls, who 

have been carefully selected because 

of their situations, are trained how to 

use treadle-powered sewing 

machines. When they arrive, many of 

these women are not able to sew a 

straight line and struggle to control 

the machine. But by the time they 

graduate they are making complex 

clothing and other goods which they 

are then able to produce and sell. 

Indeed, when they graduate each 

student takes home the machine on 

which she was trained, in order to 

set up in business on her own behalf. 

Around 100 women have gone 

through the Tiyamike Sewing School 

since it was first established in Jo’s 

and husband Pete’s garage at their 

home in Blantyre. 

In recent months things have 

changed, and the women have started 

Make and model:  Members of the Tiyamike Sewing School modelling masks they have made 

Tiyamike Sewing is supported by SIM Malawi 

project #MW96854 Tiyamike Women 

Empowerment 
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producing reusable masks and 

hospital gowns to help protect people 

during the pandemic. Jo explained 

how the manufacture of masks and 

gowns came about. 

“I first came up with the idea to make 

cloth masks when the government 

announced an upcoming lockdown. 

Knowing that it would be hard for 

our friends in Malawi to keep to 

social distancing guidelines, due to 

living in close quarters with one 

another, I thought the best way to 

help would be to encourage people 

to wear masks. At the same time, I 

knew that disposable masks would be 

hard to source in Malawi, so naturally 

being a sewing ministry, we decided 

to make our own.  

“Initially we had a lot of opposition 

from some people as the merit of 

cloth masks were still being debated 

at the time, but we pushed on, and 

I’m glad we did.  

“Since then, Tiyamike has been 

recognised by the Malawi Ministry of 

Health as making WHO-standard 

masks and, as a result, we have had a 

lot of NGOs, corporate companies, 

and other organisations buying masks 

from us. Our Tiyamike widows are 

extremely thankful for the work. To 

date, we have made more than 7,000 

masks and 300 hospital gowns.” 

At the moment there are around 30 

students and graduates working on 

this and they are, collectively, 

producing 700 or so masks per week. 

Each item is made from cotton or 

poly-cotton material which is fully 

washable. They can also be very 

colourful as traditional African 

materials are used. 

The masks and gowns are only one 

part of the impact which Tiyamike is 

having. The other, and this is where 

the trans-continental aspect of the 

work comes in, is the production of 

‘infographics’ which organisations can 

download and print off to display in 

hospitals, schools offices etc. Jo and 

Pete are currently in Sydney, 

Australia, having been prevented from 

returning from Home Assignment due 

Infographics: One of the downloadable infographic posters designed by Tiyamike founder Jo Ong 

Success: One of Tiyamike’s early 

graduates ready to take her machine 

home at the end of her course 
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to the pandemic. 

“ O u r  T i y a m i k e  C o v i d - 1 9 

infographics and video are a series of 

pictorial posters that teach people 

how to stay safe in the midst of 

Covid,” said Jo. 

“We have ones for how to wear a 

mask, how the virus is spread, 

staying safe by washing hands/social 

distancing/wearing masks, and social 

distancing at the bore hole. These 

were produced primarily with the 

illiterate/under-educated Tiyamike 

women in mind as I found that there 

was a lack of information posters 

out there for the Malawian context, 

with pictures that are literal rather 

than symbolic.  

“We also did some posters for 

Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital. 

These infographic posters were 

approved by the Malawi Ministry of 

Health and, as a result, have been 

used by many other organisations to 

help educate the public about Covid-

19. 

“There are ten Infographics posters 

plus one simple video in all and they 

are downloadable so  that people 

are able to view, print and distribute 

as needed. They can be accessed at: 

https://bit.ly/2xl18ch.” 

Production of masks and gowns is 

not restricted to Blantyre. Jo tells 

the story of one young lady, Lanesi, 

who lives in Nsanje and has been 

stopped from travelling to Blantyre 

to join her colleagues due to the 

restrictions in place. 

“Lanesi, referred to us by another 

Christian organisation, Dochas Trust 

from Scotland, has been learning 

with Tiyamike since sept 2019. She 

is a young single mum with one child 

from the Nsanje village area which is 

about four hours away from 

Blantyre. Due to COVID-19, she has 

been unable to return to Blantyre to 

complete her classes but has been 

busy making reusable masks to help 

others in her community against the 

virus.” 

People often talk about the need to 

find ‘African solutions to African 

problems’. In the case of Tiyamike 

sewing it could be said they are 

f inding ‘Africa solutions to 

worldwide problems’.  

 

 

Rainbow array:  A colourful pile of 

Tiyamike face masks 

Founder: SIM Malawi missionary Jo 

Ong set up Tiyamike Sewing in the 

family garage 

Tiyamike Prayer Points 

 
Please continue to be in prayer for the Tiyamike Team and the women as 

they continue to be a shining light in their communities in their fight 

against COVID-19 and offering the hope of Jesus to others.  

 

Continue to pray for Malawi in its fight against COVID-19, for good 

leadership and a well coordinated effort by all involved. 

Pray for the team that they will walk closely with Jesus and honour him in 

all that they do. 

 

Pray for each of the widows that they will have enough to eat and warm 

and dry homes to sleep in at night. 

 

Pray for funding as we continue to grow. 

 

Pray for wisdom for Jo as she continues to lead the team. 

https://bit.ly/2xl18ch
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The end of 2019 and first part of 

2020 have been exciting times for 

Mthenga Wabwino, as it sees its 

influence in training churches and 

church members how to reach out 

to their Muslim neighbours expand 

to new areas and new 

denominations 

 

M 
thenga Wabwino has 

used a tried-and-

tested method for a 

number of years in its work, the 

better to equip people to reach 

out to their Muslim neighbours. 

The clue is in its name. Mthenga 

Wabwino in Chichewa means 

‘Good Messenger’ and its 

message is the Good News of 

Jesus. 

Trying to get a handle on the scope 

of the work can be difficult. Official 

figures say that there are around four 

million Muslims in Malawi. Figures 

from Islamic organisations put this 

figure up to as high as 5.5 million. 

Whatever the correct figure, Jesus’ 

words in Matthew 9:37 are very apt: 

“Then He told His disciples ‘the 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers 

are few.’” 

Mthenga Wabwino is looking to 

increase the number of workers in 

this rich harvest field, through raising 

awareness of, and training people in, 

outreach to their Muslim neighbours. 

It does this through various types of 

training, producing high-quality books 

and, more recently, videos in a 

number of local languages. But 

perhaps its biggest area of work is 

the nine-month in-depth course it 

runs each year, which concentrates 

on giving its students a deeper 

knowledge of the Islamic religion and 

its important books. 

“The In-Depth Course continues to 

grow in terms of numbers and also 

the impact it is having on outreach to 

Muslims,” said Mthenga Wabwino 

National Leader Revd Yunusu 

Mataka. 

“The last two courses in particular 

have been very important in terms of 

where they were held. For example, 

in 2018, for the first time, we held 

our course in the Northern Region, 

based in Mzuzu. This is not just 

important for Mthenga Wabwino in 

terms of its own spread but also 

because Islam is becoming stronger in 

the Northern Region. 

“The last course we completed was 

in the Central Region. This is an area 

which, for various reasons, has been 

difficult for us to break into. The last 

course was a great success, and close 

to 30 students graduated from it.” 

One of the things which Yunusu and 

Breaking new ground: Zambezi Evangelical Church Planters after Missions class by Mthenga Wabwino 

 

 The ‘Good Messenger’ is spreading its 
wings 

The work of Mthenga Wabwino is 

supported by SIM Malawi project 

#MW96653 Mthenga Wabwino 
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his team stress is that the course is 

not just an end in itself. They do not 

want people simply to come, get 

some books and a piece of paper at 

the end of it; they want the students 

to go out and practise what they have 

learned for the benefit of their 

churches and their communities. 

“It is exciting to see so many of our 

students now putting what they 

learned on the course into practice,” 

said Yunusu. 

“People are encountering their 

Muslim neighbours and are sharing 

the Gospel with them. They still face 

many challenges as they do this, but 

we believe the training we deliver is 

helping them to recognise these and 

helping them overcome them.  

“We are particularly excited by the 

number of women who have been 

attending the In-Depth Course. Their 

numbers have been rising, and we 

recognise that they have such an 

important role to play as they are 

better able to engage with Muslim 

women in a way which men simply 

cannot.” 

The next course is planned and ready 

to roll out when COVID-19 allows. 

As with the course in the North, this 

next course is also in a very strategic 

position. 

“This year we are ready to conduct 

yet another In-Depth Course, this 

time in the mainly Yao, Eastern, 

Region,” said Yunusu. 

“This is the area where Islam is the 

majority religion.  We expect to 

conduct the training in two places, at 

N t a j a  a n d  L i w o n d e ,  e a c h 

accommodating around 30 people. 

We are having to work across two 

sites because of the rise in numbers 

wanting to attend.” 

Another important and exciting area 

of Mthenga Wabwino’s work is the 

production of high-quality media: 

books and videos. Traditionally, over 

many years, these have been 

produced in English and Chichewa. 

Now the range is increasing to 

include Chiyao and Chitumbuka, the 

languages of two major Malawian 

people groups along with the Chewa 

people. 

Central to this work in other 

Now the real work starts: In-depth Course graduating team together with invited guests 

National Head: Revd Yunusu Mataka 
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languages is the book and video 

‘King of Glory’. We reported two or 

three years ago that this book, 

which takes the reader from 

Genesis to Revelation in around 70 

stories, had been translated for the 

first time into Chichewa. Now there 

is also a Chiyao version of the book 

and video. 

“Having this wonderful book and 

video available in Chiyao is so 

important for our work,” said 

Yunusu. 

“We are all certain that this will 

prove to be a mighty tool which 

people can use in reaching out to 

their Muslim neighbours. Although 

the book is accessible to everyone, 

it was written with Muslims 

specifically in mind. This is what 

makes it so powerful. 

“So we now have a book and film 

available in the languages of two of 

the major people groups in Malawi. 

We have also translated the book 

into Chitumbuka and we are 

working on preparing the video in 

this language. Work is well 

underway on this part of the 

project.” 

But the firsts keep coming. For the 

first time, Mthenga Wabwino held a 

training session which included 

delegates from outside of Malawi. 20 

church planters from the Zambezi 

Evangelical Church (ZEC) attended a 

week-long Mission to Muslims 

training course in Blantyre. Nine of 

the group were from Malawi but 11 

were from across the border in 

neighbouring Mozambique. 

“The group was greatly inspired, 

equipped and overwhelmed having 

heard the wonderful teaching which 

they described as a ‘rare treasure of 

kingdom impact’,” said Yunusu. 

“They made many comments of 

appreciation and asked many helpful 

questions.  It was lively because of 

their zeal to learn and their 

interactions with each other and the 

trainers. At the end of the week, 

Mthenga Wabwino gave two books 

to each church planter for further 

learning and reference.   

“Immediately after the Mission-to-

Muslim equipping training in the 

classroom, they went to a village in 

the Southern Region to do practical 

evangelism the same weekend.  

There they had times of ministry to 

many, including to four Muslims who 

confessed and accepted Christ as 

their Lord and Saviour.   

“Among the converts there is a 

single woman who pleaded for 

continued prayers of encouragement 

for growth in faith, and God's 

blessing of a Christian man to get 

married to for her encouragement 

in her faith walk and support in a 

godly family.” 

All of this work is carried out by an 

office staff of two, backed up by a 

small band of four Regional Co-

ordinators.   These are all busy in 

their own right and helping to 

spread awareness of the need for 

outreach to Muslims in their 

communities.  

In the Northern Region, for 

example, the Co-ordinator there has 

been invited to speak to a number 

of Secondary Schools, telling young 

people about the importance of 

their character and conduct. He also 

spoke of the need for Christ in their 

lives and the importance of ‘doing’ 

mission even while still in school. 

In the Eastern Region, the Co-

ordinator there has held meetings 

with around 180 church leaders to 

speak about the importance of 

training for mission to Muslims, 

especially in this predominantly Yao 

area. It is through this work that 

Mthenga Wabwino is expecting 

around 60 delegates to its next In-

Depth Course and why it will be 

delivered in two locations. 

“The last 12 or so months have 

been busy and exciting in equal 

measure, but I don’t think it will let 

up any time soon,” said Yunusu. 

 

 

Yunusu’s Prayer Points 

 

Please pray 
 

For the office team, our Regional Co-ordinators and their families, that 

they would be kept safe from attack 

For our media programmes, that they continue being useful tools in 

reaching out.  

 

For better planning for next year’s programmes and provision for 

resources.  

As more of our direct contact activities are reduced because of the 

pandemic, that the Lord may lead and guide us in the best way we can 

be able to continue. 

 

For better understanding of the situation at hand and that our partners 

are not discouraged in anyway but continue praying with us. 

 

That, as we continue making preparation for the In-depth Course in the 

Eastern Region, they may go smoothly and that we may start very soon. 

Joy to the eye: One of the many 

exquisite illustrations in King of Glory 


