
 

Project # 96755: Missionaries from New Contexts 
  

Vision  
Supporting the placement of Missionaries to Malawi from New Contexts (MNCs) / majority world 

countries. – We would like to enable missionaries from non-traditional sending countries and 

churches with emerging mission movements to take part with their unique skills and gifts in the 

various ministries under SIM Malawi’s mandate. We are seeking to gradually increase the number of 

placements of MNCs on our field. The initial project duration of three years will assist us in gaining 

experience regarding the cooperation with the various countries, churches and sending offices which 

will certainly lead to a finetuning of the project in the future.  

  

Background  
SIM Malawi has a steady need for missionaries, but it is increasingly difficult to recruit in traditional 

Western countries, especially for placements in rural areas or where schooling options are difficult. 

At the same time emerging mission movements are looking for appropriate opportunities to place 

their growing number of missionaries. Recognizing the financial challenges connected to that, this 

project tries to contribute to a successful placement of missionaries from new contexts to Malawi. 

While they are able to raise funds for their individually agreed, essential support needs, SIM Malawi 

desires to assist them by covering costs that exceed the basic needs of such missionaries, but ease 

their placement and support our member care, e.g. orientation & language learning necessities; 

administration & setup costs; medical & travel needs. These needs may vary depending on the 

country of origin and through which office the MNCs will be send. Avoidance of dependency will be 

given ample attention in the support budget discussions. Acknowledging the mutual mandate, SIM 

Malawi missionaries will be encouraged to contribute to the support of such missionaries.  

  

Progress  
The project continues to provide ministry support for our Ethiopian colleagues Abera & Bizunesh, 

through subsidizing house rental, covering both regular & unexpected personal ministry costs such 

as visits to Blantyre for health check-ups, hospitality and transportation for ministry trips and hosting 

fellowship meals, providing for motorbike spares and repair, health costs and also for computer 

parts. 

We are thankful to those from the team and elsewhere who provide the financial support needed. 

We are also in discussion with the EAO about the possibility of sending one or 2 other couples from 

Ethiopia to join them here in ministry to the Yao who are a predominantly Muslim tribal group here 

in Malawi. 

 

Different mosques in the Yao area of Mangochi 

 

 

STORY – “There’s a Hyena in my Garden” 
Many of you will have heard about the devastating floods that happened in Malawi in March 2019 

which accompanied cyclone Idai. But with the rains, sometimes come unusual occurrences.  

For example, some years ago, during another cyclone, we heard of a crocodile that was found on the 

steps of a church during some flooding from the nearby river. 

But heavy rains often also bring about the downfall of house walls and fences, and so it was one night 

recently that we received the above message from our colleagues in Namwera, a small trading 



 

centre in the eastern highlands of Malawi. Not a flood prone area but one which can receive very 

rains. 

It is certainly not the usual text message you receive in the course of the day or night, even during 

heavy rains.  

But on this occasion, the rains had brought about the collapse of the perimeter wall on the property 

where Abera & Bizunesh stay. A hyena from the nearby hills, scouting for food in the village duing 

the night, had wandered into their back yard some time after the fence fell down. The locally bred 

guard dogs would be no match for such an animal, but they had already escaped through the fence 

some time earlier and were nowhere to be seen. And the night guard was sheltering himself in an 

outbuilding. 

The MNC project provides for rental accommodation, and guards, for Abera & Bizunesh and is 

occasionally needed to provide an advance for repairs to the property when the landlord is not able 

to find sufficient funds in order to effect timely repairs to ensure the ongoing safety of our 

missionaries. 

A few sleepless nights, with much prayer, ensued until the fence was fixed, but the story ended well 

– the fence was repaired, no one was injured, the hyena has not been seen since, and the guard dogs 

eventually returned unharmed. 

 

Prayer Requests  

• for perseverance in the face of difficult conditions especially in the wet season 

• for safety in travel and protection on the roads, and from hyenas 

• for continuing funds to support the extra ministry costs for missionaries from lower income 

sending countries 

• for new missionaries to come and work in the harvest field 

 


