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Vision 

SIM Malawi strives to play a role as catalyst in cooperation with likeminded churches and para-church 

organizations, facilitating the further progress of an emerging mission movement out of Malawi. 

Background 

SIM and its predecessors in Malawi AEF and SAGM have a history of over 110 years of in-country 

service. While the Malawian church developed over time a vision for ministry within Malawi's borders, 

the efforts to reach beyond its borders in obedience to the Great Commission are limited. Following a 

Pastors' Book Set Conference on Mission in Blantyre in June 2012 with 750 participants, the Malawian 

Body of Christ responded enthusiastically with a renewed commitment to get involved in the Great 

Commission (see separately uploaded missions communique). Another Mission PBS conference of 

similar size in the capital Lilongwe in April 2013 built on this enthusiasm, reaching an even wider church 

community. 

As SIM Malawi seeks to facilitate the further development, we will be for example organizing 

conferences and trainings of stakeholders, inviting experienced speakers and arranging short-term trips 

and exchange or field visits to gather firsthand experience and insights with the aim to enlarge their 

horizon beyond Malawi and even beyond southern Africa. 

Progress 

1. Short Term Mission Trip (November 2018) 

• Five members of our Malawi Mission Prayer fellowships in Mzuzu, Lilongwe and Liwonde 

went on a short term mission trip to Mozambique from 1-10 November 2018 

• After a day of orientation at SIM Malawi campus on 30 October, the team under the 

leadership of Rev Barnet Phiri left for Nampula province in Mozambique. 

• Mozambique CAPRO Mission leader Pastor Ademola Olatunji helped the team to visit  

Nampula’s five key areas namely  Muhara, Namutecueliua, Nacala, Natikiri and Marere 

• The team discovered that Nampula had three major strongholds namely Marmon spirit, 

Islamic spirit and Immorality. 

• On the way the team faced challenges because they had not taken a letter from the host 

therefore upon reaching the border they were asked to pay a fine. 

Team ministering in Nampula    5 member team 

• As Portuguese is the official language in Mozambique, it was difficult for the team 

members to communicate directly with the people there But they were encouraged to 

know that the people were receptive to the gospel  

• Team members returned challenged and burdened by the needs on the mission field. 

 

 



2. Mission internship (October & November 2018) 

• Missionary candidate Francis Kuntenga was sent to be with SIM Missionaries Abera and 

Bizunesh Chemiso in Namwera for an internship program as part of his preparation for 

long term cross cultural mission service among the Yao of Mozambique. 

• He focused mainly on evangelism among Yao people and discipling of Yao converts 

during his two month stay in Namwera. 

• Being himself a Yao convert, Francis was encouraged to see Kwitunji village head and 

villagers wholeheartedly giving themselves to hear the Gospel and learn the Bible 

• It was heartening to Francis to see three village chiefs undergoing baptism classes. 

• Francis sensed the need to send more laborers to support SIM missionaries serving in 

Namwera 

 

3. Mission Exposure  

• Francis Kuntenga went on a 4 day mission 

trip   (10 to 14 December) to Lichinga 

province in Mozambique 

• The main purpose of the trip was to provide 

Francis an exposure and understanding of 

the ministry of SIM Mozambique  

• On the way to Lichinga, the mini bus in which 

Francis travelled encountered three 

breakdowns due to flat tyres and other 

mechanical faults in the vehicle (pictured right 

Francis sharing with some youth) 

• But it taught Francis the valuable lesson to 

totally depend on God for protection. 

• The trip gave an opportunity for SIM Mozambique leaders and team members to know 

more about Francis Kuntenga who plans to serve in Mozambique in the near future. 

 

4.  Vision Casting Seminars (26 February to 1 March) 

• Paul Mawaya and Watson travelled to the north and central regions of Malawi from 26 

February to 1 March 2019, in order to conduct Vision Casting Seminars. 

• The purpose of the Seminars was to cast the vision of organizing Malawi Mission 

Conferences with the ultimate aim of establishing a network of Malawi Mission Prayer 

Fellowships (MMPF) in each of the 28 districts of Malawi.  

• MMPF as a national mission mobilization strategy of MMI will accelerate cross cultural 

missions mobilization and saturate the understanding of cross cultural missions at the 

grassroots level.  

• Thus MMPF Vision Seminar was a 

promotional activity of the strategy. 

• We conducted vision casting seminars 

in Rumphi, Chitipa, Karonga, Mzuzu, 

Mzimba and Lilongwe.  

In Chitipa 

5. Mission Mobilisation 

• In March, two further Kairos courses were organized – one in Lilongwe with 42 

participants and one in Mzuzu with 33 participants. Additionally, a Kairos facilitator 

training took place in Mzuzu in which 21 graduates of the course participated. 

• The Kairos course, organized in partnership with Simply Mobilising South Africa, 

continues to prove itself as a useful tool in raising the awareness of Malawi’s Body of 

Christ for God’s heartbeat and mobilising them into taking action. 



• Especially the co-operation accross denominational boundaries is worthy to be 

mentioned. On the facilitator teams of 8 for these events we had, for example, in 

Mzuzu likewise 8 different denominations represented. This is an wonderful example for 
all participants! 

• With these two courses, Kairos was successfully introduced in the central and northern 

region of Malawi, with only the eastern parts of the country remaining since the south 
was already covered last year. 

• As the team of facilitators and head facilitators grows, we will soon be able to start 
forming a National Coordination Team that can take over the organisation of further 
Kairos courses. 

 

6. Mission Support 

• The project continues to support the work of the Makhutcha family with SIM in 

Mozambique 

• This family are supported by their home denomination in Malawi, which coves their living 

costs in Mozambique and by various individuals from around the globe to support schooling 

and ministry costs 

• The Makhutchas are now transitioning into ministry and continuing with their language 

learning 

 

Outlook  
• We plan to conduct four one day mission conferences in the near future and establish new 

Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowships in Chitipa, Rumphi and Karonga in the North and 

Chikweyo in the South 

• We hope to see at least two key Malawian church leaders joining SIM Malawi as Mission 

Mobilizers which could accelerate the progress of mission in Malawi and in Africa  

• We hope to prepare two more missionaries for cross cultural and cross border mission 

service this year. 

• We plan to have at least one more Kairos course and several facilitator trainings in May/June 

2019. 

 

Story – “Lessons from the field – a short termers perspective”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Missions cannot work without prayer 

• Missions is expensive business 

• Missions work needs lots of favour 

• In missions, communication is very important  

• In mission work, what one says and how he says is very important 

• Anyone who involves in mission, needs to be clear about his/her goals, needs and 

vision  

• In missions one should expect opposition 



• Mission is a spiritual warfare 

• Oppositions and challenges need not necessarily stop one from progressing  

 

Story – “A Missionary Journey”  

Francis Kuntenga comes from a Yao Muslim background. His parents were divorced when he was just 

two years old. His mother who brought him up died when he was in primary school grade 3. Thus he 

grew up in the homes of different relatives. 

Since some of them were Muslims and others were Christians, he grew up as a confused boy. Failing to 

find peace in both Christianity and Islam, he joined the Rastafarian religion. 

On 7 September 1997 when he heard the Gospel being preached by an Evangelist at a village market, he 

repented and became a Christian. In 2001 one of his mentors spoke to him about the need of more 

labourers to bring the Gospel to the unreached people groups. That led him to commit his life to serve 

as a missionary among his own Yao people group 

The Lord opened the doors for him to do a 

certificate course in Christian ministry at ZEC 

School of ministry, another certificate course in 

Theology at the Finish Line Bible College and a 

third certificate course in Missiology at Missionary 

Training Centre. The certificate course in Cross 

Cultural Missions run by Grace Foundation Inland 

Missions in Nigeria, burdened and challenged him 

more to serve as a full time cross cultural 

missionary 

Francis’ contact with Malawi Mission Initiative and 

Malawi Prayer Fellowship further confirmed his call 

to serve as a missionary among an unreached 

Muslim people group. When he shared his burden 

with his home church Blantyre Baptist Church, his 

pastor not only prayerfully confirmed his call to 

serve as a missionary but agreed to consider sending him as a missionary. 

Currently Francis is being prepared and equipped to serve as a missionary among his own unreached 

Yao People Group in Mozambique. It is Francis’ dream and desire to share the Gospel to his unreached 

Yao People group in Mozambique, disciple them and establish worshipping communities among them. 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

• Esther and Grace, kids of SIM Malawi missionaries Makhutcha and Elina Makutcha, serving in 

Mozambique, to be transferred to another school due to challenges in their current school. 

• Missionary appointee Francis Kuntenga’s Visa to live and serve in Mozambique to be granted 

• The congregation members of Evangelical Baptist Church to be equipped and prepared to send 

their missionary candidate Hussein Zuze  for cross cultural mission service 

• One day mission conferences to be conducted in Karonga, Rumphi, Chitipa and Chikwewo with 

the aim of establishing New Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowships in those places soon. 

• Existing Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowships in Mzuzu, Lilongwe, Blantyre and Liwonde to 

continue effectively every month and for more missionary candidates to be nurtured through 

those fellowships. 

 


