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Project #96853: Medical Discipleship & Spiritual Ministry 
  

Vision 
Through this ministry, individuals (both staff and patients) will be nurtured in their own spiritual development 

and the gospel shared to many others. We pray many will come to know Christ for themselves. We want to see 

the truths of the gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit grow a deep and unquenchable desire for a closer 

relationship with the Lord, and greater desire for the Word, and a geniune heart for the brokeness in our 

community and a desire to see restoration and reconciliation to our God. 

 

Project background 
Through this ministry SIM Malawi desires to generally support and further develop the ministry of discipleship 

and outreach to both staff and patients at medical centres with some affiiliation to SIM. The Partners in Hope 

(PIH) Medical Centre in Lilongwe is one such facility and is primarily aimed at reaching those affected by HIV & 

AIDS. This is one of the 5 key focus areas for SIM Malawi. Additionally this project will help train staff to reach 

out to people who have little or no knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Specifically we plan to do this through the provision of training opportunities & discipleship resources, through 

supporting the existing community outreach and fledgling in-house chaplaincy counselling programs and to equip 

those involved in this ministry. 

Through the position of Chaplain, we will identify and encourage individuals desiring to grow in their Christian 

walk through discipleship activities.  These individuals, will take on ministry activities to the staff and patients of 

Partners in Hope, their families and their communities with the goal of witnessing to each individual and 

providing support for those who make a decision to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.   

While many Malawian's would consider themselves to be religious, even Christian, our experience is that most 

do not understand the true meaning of these words.  Few have true assurance of salvation and even fewer are 

given opportunities to grow in their spiritual walk.  Partners in Hope is an ideal site for discipling men and 

women and engaging them in our ministry activities.  These ministry activities extend to our staff (107 

Malawians) and patients (several thousand Malawians) and their families 

 

Progress 
As mentioned in the previous report, SIM/PIH has been 

investigating the use of Trauma Healing Counselling 

training in various aspects its work. To this end, an initial 

sensitization session was arranged in both Lilongwe and 

Blantyre to gauge interest in the training. 

 

SIM is a member of the Trauma Healing Institute along 

with American Bible Society, SIL, World Renew and 

others. SIM has used this training extensively in areas of 

community trauma such as Liberia (in the wake of Ebola) 

and Sth Sudan (in the wake of civil war). But it can be 

equally used in the contexts of natural disaster such as 

floods and drought, and also adapted to the needs of 

individuals who have undergone traumatic experiences 

such as child abuse rape, domestic violence etc all of which 

ae quite prevalent in Malawi. 

 

In the context of HIV-AIDS, which is at the core of the ongoing medical work at PIH, counselling in the face of 

trauma is imperative, and builds on the basic counselling that patients receive when being tested and receiving 

treatment for HIV.  
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About 25-20 people attended in each location and plans were put in place to have 2 full week training courses in 

each of Lilongwe and Blantyre in April 2019. 

 

PIH personnel would be sponsored by this project to attend the Lilongwe training. 

 

During March 2019 Malawi experienced significant flooding and so this training planned for April will come at a 

very opportune time. 

 

Outlook 
PIH personnel will attend the training in Lilongwe in 2nd week of April, from which point it will be determined if 

there is sufficient interest to start regular facilitation courses in Malawi, of which PIH would be at the forefront. 

PIH personnel will follow up the training they will receive through healing groups where people interact with the 

material and be helped to deal with their trauma in the context of this Biblical counselling. 

We are also looking at implementing the Grace Prescriptions training for PIH staff which help them to 

understand how they can share their faith in the context of the health centre, and grow in their own faith at the 

same time. 

 

Story – “Nothing is Wasted – God’s Timing” 
A former SIM Malawi missionary, Natalie (not her real name) is now ministering in another county and is a 

facilitator involved in the Trauma Healing Institute. She suggested that this could be something to be used in 

Malawi, especially for individuals. 

At the same time the Malawi Director was participating in a regional leader’s conference in Sth Africa and one of 

the speakers was an SIM missionary from a 3rd country, sensitising the directors to the need for trauma healing 

training in many countries. 

At the same time a new director for World Renew had arrived in Malawi, who was actually a trained facilitator 

in the trauma healing program. Thee were no other trained facilitators in Malawi. 

Former Partners in Hope Medical Director Dr Barrett Jones, and the chaplain Rev Joseph Chirwa agreed that 

this was something that could be very helpful for counselling patients and families at PIH, where many of those 

who are affected by HIV have been the victim in rape or sexual abuse or domestic violence. 

This all came together and seemed to suggest that there may be a need for this program in Malawi. 

We ae excited to see how God will lead in the coming year. 

 

Prayer 
• Pray for the development of a comprehensive spiritual discipleship framework for the PIH medical 

centre 

• Pray for PIH executive leadership to fully embrace spiritual & discipleship ministries among staff and 

patients 

• Pray for God’s love & comfort to be shown to and be known by those who are sick & suffering 

• Pray for staff to realise the spiritual impact they can make in the lives of their patients and families 

 


