
 

1 

‘Flames of Fire’
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In the third of four articles on 

Partners in Hope Medical Centre 

we look at the spiritual side of its 

work and the new SIM Malawi 

project which has recently been 

set up 

 

S 
ince its inception, the 

spiritual life of Partners in 

Hope Medical Centre 

(PIH) has been as important as 

the medical services it provides 

to patients. Almost two years 

ago, PIH appointed a new full-

time Chaplain to oversee its 

spiritual work and development, 

and the new SIM Malawi project 

which has now come into force 

also looks to underpin this. 

The Chaplain is Revd Joseph Chirwa, 

who is also the pastor of a church in 

Lilongwe’s Area 36 which sits within 

the Centre’s catchment area, and he 

is very clear about what his rôle 

entails: “We consider the spiritual 

ministry as part of the ‘core business’ 

of PIH, and my job is to lead that,” he 

said. 

“PIH has got a vibrant spiritual 

ministry, and we organise activities 

for both the staff and the patients. So, 

for example, we have Chapel Services 

twice a week on Wednesday and 

Friday and we have a staff Bible Study 

every Thursday. 

“For the patients in the Dalitso Ward 

we have more of a one-to-one 

setting, but before the Moyo Clinic 

opens every day we have prayers and 

some preaching in the patient waiting 

area.” 

Revd Chirwa notes that PIH is an 

inter-denominational organisation and 

the spiritual activities that are run 

offer help to bring people together 

and to unify them; this is especially 

true of and for the staff members.  

He has also seen the ministry having 

a significant impact on the staff. 

“I have seen an increase in the 

knowledge of the Bible for many 

people; they want to know more 

about the Bible and how to use it as 

well,” he said. 

“There has been an increased 

interest in prayer, with people 

forming groups to meet together to 

pray and also praying with and for 

patients. The programmes we have 

are certainly helping people because I 

see them maturing in their faith.” 

The new SIM Malawi project, Medical 

Discipleship and Spiritual Ministry, 

will further help in the development 

of these programmes and ministries. 

The Objectives of the Project are 

threefold: 

• To disciple Malawian Christian staff 

at PIH and encourage, challenge 

and equip them for spiritual and 

pastoral ministry at the Medical 

Chapel Service:  Revd Joseph Chirwa leading a Chapel Service for Partners in Hope staff. These services are held twice a week 

New project helps underpin spiritual 
ministry 

The work of Partners in Hope is supported by 

SIM Malawi project MW#96853 Medical 

Discipleship and Spiritual Ministry 
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Centre and in the community 

t h rough  t he  Commun i t y 

O u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m m e s , 

specifically to train three staff to 

act together as a Spiritual 

Ministry team with, and alongside, 

the chaplain.  

• To provide for the spiritual needs 

of patients, and evangelise 

patients and community, through 

above 50% staff attendance at 

chapel and through the formation 

of two to five small groups for 

staff, and counselling support 

groups for patients.  

• To work with traditional leaders 

and pastors/churches in the 

catchment area to provide 

ongoing spiritual support in the 

community - linking patients with 

churches etc. Specifically, to see 

three pastoral community 

mentors. 

“We are excited about getting to 

grips with the new project as this 

will help us integrate the spiritual 

ministry of PIH more closely with 

the medical work,” said Revd 

Chirwa. 

“The new project will allow us to 

disciple more deeply the medical 

staff, to take discipleship out into 

the community through the work of 

Tigwirane Manja, and we are certain 

that this will have a major and 

positive impact on the life and work 

of PIH. 

“This new project is also important 

because, right from the outset, PIH 

was founded on the basis of God’s 

Word, so it is important that this 

work goes on and is now more 

structured than in the past. Every 

day we come across patients whose 

needs are not just medical but also 

spiritual, so if we can empower 

physicians, nurses and other 

workers in the Word, then they 

should be able to exercise a spiritual 

ministry in addition to their 

everyday work; this could be vital 

for patients and staff, as they 

experience both sides of the work,” 

said Revd Chirwa. 

One of the things which Revd 

Chirwa has introduced to help 

patients in a practical way, as well as 

spiritual, is the ‘Hand of Hope’. At 

its heart it is a tuck shop on the 

premises.  

“One of the things we found when 

visiting patients in the community 

was that there were many who 

were so poor that they were not 

able to afford transport to travel to 

PIH,” said Revd Chirwa. 

“This meant that they were not 

being as regular as they should be in 

taking their ARVs. We decided that 

we needed to do something to help 

them if we could, so we came up 

with the idea of Hand of Hope, 

“We sell snacks and drinks and so 

on through the tuck shop, and any 

‘profits’ are used to subsidise 

poorer patients in the community 

to help them attend PIH. We hope 

that by supporting them in this way 

‘Hand of Hope’: The Hand of Hope shop has been set up so that money can be raised to help patients who otherwise 

may struggle to attend their clinic appointments 

In our fourth and final article in the 
series, we will look at the community 

outreach work of PIH through 
Tigwirane Manja. 

See the next issue of Malawi Amoto 
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they no longer have to decide 

between eating or taking ARVs as 

both are important in their 

treatment. 

“It is a small aspect of our work, but 

we are already seeing some benefits, 

and so are those people who we 

have been helping in this way.” 

Having a new Chaplain in post is 

another of the changes which PIH has 

had to implement in recent years. 

Like other people in the organisation 

who are facing change, Revd Chirwa 

is looking determinedly to the future 

and has plans for how he sees his 

ministry developing alongside the 

new project. 

“We are looking at having extra 

people involved with the spiritual 

ministry of PIH, people such as 

assistant chaplains. This will be 

important as the Centre is now open 

24 hours a day,” said Revd Chirwa. 

“If we are to have a strong 

discipleship ministry in every aspect 

of the organisation I think that there 

are three core ministries which need 

to be developed. 

“The first is the Intercessions 

Ministry. Prayer has increased in PIH 

and people are becoming more used 

to it. I think a dedicated Intercession 

Ministry will be a great benefit to 

both our staff and our patients. 

“The second is the Financial Ministry. 

We have already laid some small 

foundations for this with Hand of 

Hope, but I want to build on this 

further to help people in the 

community to access the facilities 

here in the Centre. 

“The third is the Patient Outreach 

Ministry. This will be for both 

patients here at the Centre and also 

out in the community. We need to 

have people who are willing to go 

and meet with patients in the wards 

and also those who are on palliative 

care in the community to talk to 

them and pray with them.  

“To help with this third ministry area, 

we are looking to introduce the 

‘Grace Prescriptions’ programme 

which has been developed by the 

Christian Medical and Dental 

Association in the USA. The idea 

behind this is that it helps train 

physicians, clinicians, nurses and 

other workers, for example, how to 

bring the Gospel into conversations 

with patients. We are at an early 

stage in this and are trying to set up 

dates to start the training. 

“Sometimes it is easier for such 

people to engage with patients than it 

is for me because I am a Pastor, and 

sometimes people feel uncomfortable 

talking to a Pastor. 

“Our desire is that every member of 

staff and every patient we encounter 

in the Centre and in the community 

should meet Christ, and they should 

be encouraged spiritually, even if they 

are already Christians. Such people 

may need encouraging in their faith. 

We are looking to talk about Christ, 

share the Bible and offer prayer 

support in every contact we have. It 

is an ambitious aim but one which we 

will strive to meet with the help and 

the grace of God.” 

 

 

Staff Bible Study: Staff are encouraged to attend the weekly Bible Study class 
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In this, the first of two articles 

about the work of Mthenga 

Wabwino, we look back to the 

successful completion of the first 

In-Depth Course to be held in the 

Northern Region of Malawi and 

forward to some of the early plans 

for 2019 

 

N 
ovember 2018 saw the 

successful completion 

of Mthenga Wabwino’s 

first In-Depth Course to be held 

in the North of Malawi. All 

previous courses had taken place 

in Blantyre, which meant 

delegates from the North had a 

significant journey to undertake 

to take part in the training. 

Requests were made by church 

leaders in the North, almost from 

day one of the first course, to hold it 

in the North, and in March 2018 that 

request became a reality when the 

course opened its doors in space 

near Mzuzu, provided by the 

Livingstonia Synod of the Church of 

Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP).  

The course came to an end in 

November, with 37 students out of 

the 40 who originally enrolled, 

graduating at a ceremony attended by 

senior staff from three mission 

agencies and leaders from almost 20 

denominations of Churches across 

Malawi.  

What is also significant about this 

course is that it saw the greatest 

number of women, so far – seven – 

enrolled on the course, and all seven 

of them graduated. 

“We made a conscious effort when 

setting up the course to encourage 

church leaders to send women to it,” 

said Yunusu Mataka, Mthenga 

Wabwino’s National Co-ordinator 

“When it comes to our outreach 

Record number of women:  Revd GreyMwalabu, Deputy General Secretary of the Evangelical Association of Malawi 

presents a certificate to Revd Margaret Kalimanjira, one of seven female graduates from this In-Depth Course 

Cover Story 

Hills of  the North rejoice! 

The In-Depth Training Course is supported 

by SIM Malawi project #MW96653 

*Mthenga Wabwino (*Good Messenger) 
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work, we think it is vital that a 

woman should talk to a woman and 

a man to a man. This is especially 

true in a Muslim context as it is 

impossible, for example, for a man 

to talk on a one-to-one basis with a 

Muslim woman.  

“I was very encouraged to see so 

many women on this course, but I 

am also hoping that more will join 

when we run further courses this 

year.” 

Yunusu spoke of two female pastors 

who took part in the course and 

about how the training has impacted 

their lives and ministry. 

“One of the women talked about  

how she is going to apply what she 

has learned at the In-Depth Course 

and take it back to the church 

where she is based to share it with 

the women, to enthuse them into 

wanting to get involved with 

reaching other women. 

“Another told about how she goes 

into an ante-natal clinic and prays 

for people. When she first started 

doing this she only prayed for the 

Christians in the clinic. During the 

training, a Muslim woman came to 

her and asked for prayer for her 

daughter who was some days late in 

delivering her baby. When she told 

the woman she was a Christian, the 

Muslim said she believed that if the 

pastor prayed then the baby would 

be delivered. She prayed and later 

that night a healthy baby was born.  

“But the story does not end there, 

A few days later the family brought 

the baby to the pastor’s house and 

asked her to give the baby a name!” 

For Yunusu it was a return to his 

roots as he is from the Northern 

Region of Malawi and used to be the 

Northern Co-ordinator for 

Mthenga Wabwino before becoming 

National Team Leader towards the 

end of 2018. He was a participant 

on the first ever In-Depth Course 

and made the 1,264-kilometre 

round trip from his home to 

Blantyre twice a month. Last year 

he reversed that journey, travelling 

from Blantyre to Mzuzu for each 

session. 

The completion of the course by 

the students was not the only 

reason for  ce lebrat ion  in 

November .  A  new mu l t i -

denominational grouping has been 

set up to look at how Churches can 

better work together in their 

outreach and mission. 

“We had a consultative meeting 

during the course, at which we 

challenged students to go out in the 

Rumphi area, in the far north 

Malawi, to look at the situation 

Christians were facing there with 

the increasing influence of Islam. 

When they came back, we had a 

meeting with the students and 

Church Leaders from across the 

North to discuss what they had 

found out. 

“The result of this was the setting 

up of the ‘Church in Mission and 

Evangelism Group’, the purpose of 

which will be to work alongside 

Mthenga Wabwino to help 

encourage and resource the Church 

in mission and outreach. 

“A committee has been set up to 

run the group, and it is already 

looking at how it can engage with 

the Malawian Government, with 

local Chiefs and Head Men, Church 

Leaders, and other church 

organisations to help develop its 

work and create an outreach and 

evangelism programme,” he said. 

So 2018 ended with great 

celebrations, and 2019 started with 

Mthenga Wabwino hitting the road 

running and looking how best it can 

take its work even further forward.  

A meeting was held, in Mangochi, of 

the Mthenga Wabwino leadership, 

board members and Regional Co-

ordinators, to look at the work load 

for 2019. 

One of the hoped-for outcomes of 

the meeting was to give the 

Regional Co-ordinators, one each in 

the Northern, Central and Southern 

regions as well as a newly appointed 

Yao Co-ordinator, a better strategic 

understanding of what is expected 

of them. Certainly there will be a 

lot of meetings with church leaders, 

denominational leaders and pastors’ 

fraternals so that they can better 

understand the work of Mthenga 

Wabwino and how they can get 

more involved in outreach and 

evangelism. 

The meeting also looked at some of 

the practical problems faced by the 

Regional Co-ordinators, such as 

finance for hosting meetings and 

also just how best they can get 

around the region they cover. 

Then there is another In-Depth 

Course being planned, or possibly 

two, for 2019! 

“We had already started to look at 

running in a course in the Central 

In the second article, we will look at 

visits Yunusu Mataka, Mthenga 

Wabwino National Team Leader, 

made to Kenya and the Netherlands 

to share about the work of  the 

organisation 

Strategic meeting: Mthenga Wabwino Regional Co-ordinators with National 

Team Leader Revd Yunusu Mataka (far right) at their meeting in Mangochi 
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Region but we had a significant 

request to run a second course in 

the North,” said Yunusu. 

“At present we are looking at the 

logistics and resource implications of 

running two courses this year. What 

may happen is that we might travel 

to the Central Region, deliver a day 

of training there and then go to the 

North to deliver the same teaching 

in the same week. It will take a lot of 

work, but we think it is worth 

looking at.” 

Then there is also the possibility of 

the In-Depth Course being delivered 

as part of the curriculum of Bible 

Colleges. This is still in the early 

stages of planning, but it is certainly 

on the table. 

If all this was not enough, Yunusu has 

also been invited to a consultative 

meeting hosted by the Life Challenge 

Africa organisation to be held in 

Kenya, and also by the Dutch mission 

organisation, GZB - which partners 

with SIM Malawi and the Mthenga 

Wabwino ministry -  to a conference 

in Holland. At both of these events, 

he will have the opportunity to speak 

to an international audience about 

the work of Mthenga Wabwino and 

how it is developing its plans for 

outreach. 

“2018 was an exciting year with my 

taking over as National Co-ordinator 

and also running the In-Depth 

Course in the Northern Region. 

Already, 2019 is looking like it will be 

every bit as busy and exciting,” he 

said. 

“I am starting to sit back a little and 

let God show me what He wants me 

and Mthenga Wabwino to be 

involved in and how to develop. This 

is a big change for me as I used to try 

and force things to happen.  

“Seeing God at work in this way has 

really helped and encouraged me in 

my work as National Team Leader 

and I look forward to where He will 

lead me, and the whole Mthenga 

Wabwino team, in 2019 and 

beyond.” 

 

 

 

Transport issues: Yunusu Mataka, red helmet and his successor as Northern Region Co-ordinator prepare to travel to part of 

the region by motorcycle taxi 
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John Msowoya, Country Director 

of Sunday School Teachers United 

Movement in Malawi (STUM), 

recently visited New Zealand to 

spend time with Jim and Diane 

Young who had retired from SIM 

Malawi earlier in 2018. John was 

able to visit a number of churches 

which have supported Jim and 

Diane over the 15 years they were 

in Malawi and have also been 

supporting the work of STUM 

 

F 
or three weeks in 

November 2018, the 

Warm Heart of Africa 

and the Land of the Long White 

Cloud came together as John 

Msowoya from STUM visited 

New Zealand to be introduced 

to a number of fellowships which 

had been supporting retired SIM 

Malawi missionaries Jim and 

Diane Young before they 

retired. 

 Jim and Diane are back in New 

Zealand after 15 years of service in 

Malawi, and having John visiting them 

brought together two opportunities, 

as Jim explained: “John’s visit was 

timely on two accounts. It was 

important for our supporters to 

meet the director of STUM and hear 

of the ongoing work, and it also 

coincided with us finishing our time in 

Malawi and our final visit to our 

supporters over those three weeks in 

November.” 

John visited churches and fellowships 

on New Zealand’s South Island, and 

had the opportunity to meet 

supporters from as far afield as 

Christchurch and Invercargill.  

“I was very pleased to meet so many 

people from so many churches and 

fellowships,” said John, “people who 

had been supporting Jim and Diane 

and, more recently, supporting the 

work of STUM. We had services and 

fellowship groups, prayer meetings 

Where are we?:  John Msowoya preparing for his assignment at Cromwell on New Zealand’s South Island 

From the ‘Warm Heart of Africa’ to the  
‘Land of the Long White Cloud’ – and back again! 

Safe arrival: Jim meeting up with John 

on his arrival in New Zealand 

The work of STUM is supported by SIM Malawi 

project #96556 Christian Education Resources 
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and fish-and-chip suppers! Very 

different from Malawi but it was good 

to meet God’s people in a new 

place.” 

But the visit had a definite purpose to 

it, as both Jim and John explained. 

“For me, the purpose of the visit was 

to give the opportunity to our 

supporters to hear first-hand of the 

work,” said Jim.  

“Also, with us finishing in Malawi, it 

was showing that we are committed 

to the work continuing. The 

formation of STUM was for this very 

time that, when we had to leave 

Malawi, we could make sure things 

were set in place for the work to 

continue.” 

John added: “The visit gave me the 

opportunity to speak about what 

STUM is and what we do. It also gave 

me the opportunity to talk about how 

we see the work of the mission going 

forward.  

“The people we met and spoke to 

were very interested in the work and 

how we train Sunday School Teachers 

in Malawi. They were very supportive 

of the way we do the work we do in 

mobilising and teaching the teachers.” 

Looking ahead, now that John is back 

in Malawi, the hope is that people 

who have supported Jim and Diane 

for many years will continue to 

support the work of STUM.  

Jim summed up the visit in this way: 

“It was a very positive and enjoyable 

visit. People responded well to John 

as he spoke with passion and did not 

hide the challenges that STUM faces 

as it moves ahead, especially needing 

prayers and financial support.  

“Diane and I hope that, as a result, 

people will continue supporting the 

work both financially and prayerfully. 

We asked people if they would like to 

continue to receive updates on the 

work, and there was a positive 

response to that.” 

John was equally enthusiastic: 

“Funding for STUM has always been a 

problem, so to have people saying 

they will support, or continue to 

support, our work was very 

encouraging. It has given us in STUM a boost to continue doing what we 

have been doing, knowing we have 

brothers and sisters in New Zealand 

who are supporting us and praying for 

us. I am confident that this will help 

us develop further in the future.” 

 

New friends, new experiences: John getting ready for a New Zealand  

Fish-’n’-Chip Supper! 

New mode of transport?: John 

getting to grips with a ride-on lawn 

mower!  

Prayer support: John being prayed for with Jim and Diane at the service in 

Cromwell 




