
 

 

Project # 96755:  MNC Support Fund  

  

Vision  

Supporting the placement of Missionaries to Malawi from New Contexts (MNCs) / majority world countries. – 

We would like to enable missionaries from non-traditional sending countries and churches with emerging 

mission movements to take part with their unique skills and gifts in the various ministries under SIM Malawi’s 

mandate. We are seeking to gradually increase the number of placements of MNCs on our field. The initial 

project duration of three years will assist us in gaining experience regarding the cooperation with the various 

countries, churches and sending offices which will certainly lead to a finetuning of the project in the future.  

  

Background  

SIM Malawi has a steady need for missionaries, but it is increasingly difficult to recruit in traditional Western 

countries, especially for placements in rural areas or where schooling options are difficult. At the same time 

emerging mission movements are looking for appropriate opportunities to place their growing number of 

missionaries. Recognizing the financial challenges connected to that, this project tries to contribute to a 

successful placement of missionaries from new contexts to Malawi. While they are able to raise funds for their 

individually agreed, essential support needs, SIM Malawi desires to assist them by covering costs that exceed 

the basic needs of such missionaries, but ease their placement and support our member care, e.g. orientation 

& language learning necessities; administration & setup costs; medical & travel needs. These needs may vary 

depending on the country of origin and through which office the MNCs will be send. Avoidance of dependency 

will be given ample attention in the support budget discussions. Acknowledging the mutual mandate, SIM 

Malawi missionaries will be encouraged to contribute to the support of such missionaries.  

  

Progress  

The project continues to provide ministry support for our Ethiopian colleagues Abera & Bizunesh, through 

subsidizing house rental, providing for motorbike spares and repair, health costs and also for computer parts. 

We are thankful to those from the team and elsewhere who provide the financial support needed. 

 

Story – “A Growing Interest” 
Abera & Bizunesh continue to develop relationships among the Yao people in the villages around where they 

stay, including the village of Kwintunji where they were originally chased away 3 years ago. Sometimes 

travelling up to 25km on the back of a motorcycle along dirt and muddy roads to reach different groups of 

interested people, they spend time with them, getting to know them, and ultimately talking about what it is like 

to be a follower of Jesus. 

He is now joined on some of his trips by Benson, a local evangelist who speaks fluent Yao. It is good for them 

to be able to travel together. 

 

They now have 7 groups of seekers/believers – 

numbering from just a handful to up to 15 in 

one group. There is a growing interest in the 

Christian faith, including from come village 

“chiefs”. 

And at the same time Bizunesh is also starting a 

vegetable garden and is taking the produce as 

gifts of love to those who are coming to the 

neighbouring health clinic. Even from the early 

time soon after their arrival they were 

investigating the growing of food in a garden. 

This is now opening the doors of opportunity 

for Bizunesh to speak with local women, most 

of whom are from an “other faith” background. 

So Bizunesh’s interest in growing vegetables is 

producing a growing interest in why she believes 

what 

Abera & Bizunesh in their 1st garden             she does amongst these women, who don’t 

know Jesus for themselves. 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Requests  

- please pray for seekers to come to faith and to take the step of baptism – difficult in the context of the other 

faith community 

- continue to pray for good health for Abera – he still struggles with stomach issues and has had a severe bout 

of malaria 

- pray for their families facing difficulties back in Ethiopia, which is a difficult thing for them to bear at a distance 

- give thanks for Benson, a local evangelist who helps Abera in the ministry 


