
 

 

Project # MW 096754: Sports Friends Malawi 

 
Vision of the project 
To mobilize, train and equip Malawian churches and church planters to use the powerful 

platform of sports as a tool for effective church planting, evangelism and discipleship. To see 

youth and members of their family grow in their relationship with God through relationships 

built on the sports field/court. 

 

Project background 
Convinced that no one should live and die without hearing God’s good news, we believe 

that he has called us to make disciples of the Lord Jesus in communities where he is least 

known.  This vision fueled the first missionaries of Sports Friends Malawi in 2011 and the 

project was started through the leading of the Holy Spirit, with the desired objective of 

launching a nationwide movement of churches using the platform of sports for intentional 

evangelism, discipleship and church planting purposes. Five years later, sports ministry is a 

growing movement among the evangelical churches and church planters of Malawi, which 

God is using to expand His Kingdom. Multitudes of youth have come to faith in Christ; and 

hundreds of young people are being discipled to become more mature followers of Christ.  

Sport is a magnet that attracts young people and creates an environment for relationship 

building, which leads to opportunities to share the love and Word of God. The relationships 

built with young people through sport, can also extend into opportunities to reach the 

family and wider community. Sports Friends' vision and focus is developing ongoing and 

sustainable sports ministry programs in Malawi that are fully managed and funded by the 

local national church. Sports Friends strategy is to 1) share vision, 2) train local church 

sports ministry leaders, 3.) provide ongoing support, mentoring and training to these 

leaders, and 4.) develop leadership capacity for Sports Ministry within the national & regional 

church structures and denominations. It’s all about making disciples who will trust and obey 

Christ and then become part of the local church.  
 

Progress 
God continues to use this work tremendously in the lives of many young Malawians.   Now 

over 16,140 young Malawians are being coached and loved by their trained sports ministry 

coach and large numbers are coming to Christ because of the joy and love they see from 

their coach and the church he/she is connected to.  There are 3partnerships with 

denominations and church-planters and 2 para non denominations ministries also,  we have 

trained 381 CCSM Coaches  of their local churches who have gone and started over 500 

church centered sports ministry teams all across Malawi for the fame of Christ. Both guys 

and girls have been trained and they are shaking this nation with the Gospel.  The ministry is 

simple, church-based, and sustainable for development and growth.  Sports Friends Malawi 

continues to focus on and reach “tough” Islamic places in Malawi that have been historically 

difficult to reach with the Gospel. The platform of sports ministry has been a wonderful 

bridge to make the name of Christ known among Malawians who would otherwise never 

step foot in the church.  The church is coming to them! Here is an update on what has been 

happening over the past 6 months with Sports Friends in Malawi: 

 

October 2017 was a month of casting the vision of Sports Friends within the church 

planting/evangelism department of the Africa Evangelical Church.  We are in partnership 

with this ministry and the AEC denominational sports ministry coordinator is working hand 



 

in hand with them to effectively use the platform of sports for evangelistic purposes across 

the entire denomination.    

November 2017 was a month where we were badly hit by financial shortfalls.  Sports 

Friends Malawi had to cancel some of the activities planned for this month including our 

year-end spiritual rest and renewal retreat .  Despite financial crisis, it did not stop us from 

gathering together for a day of prayer and fasting. God brought over 50 people and many of 

them were from the evangelism department in the Africa Evangelical Church. 

 

In December 2017, Sports Friends leaders travelled to the central region of Malawi for a day 

camp. We thank God because it was successful. Also, we saw the Lord provide a good 

amount of funding for this project in December 2017 due to a few fund raisers in the USA.  

Glory be to God! 

 

We kicked off the year with a full month of ministry outreaches.  We had football day camp 

with Blantyre church centered sports ministry teams we had 90 kids.  At this camp, the kids 

were challenged by the Word of God shared by the Deputy General Secretary of Africa 

Evangelical Church. We continue to thank the Lord when these influential leaders show 

their backing and support for sports ministry within their denominations. Soon after the 

camp, Fostance went for follow ups in the central region as well as doing the process of his 

visa to USA.  We thank God that both follow ups and visa process went well. 

 

February 2018 was also a fruitful month of ministry for Sports Friends Malawi. We had 2 

vision sharing meetings (one in Blantyre with Student Christian organization of Malawi) and 

the another one in Zomba.   Both of these key vision sharing gatherings were successful and 

participants had a very positive response. Then, from 28th February to 3rd March, Fostance 

attended the SIM Global Assembly in South Africa. This was an amazing time!   The 

teachings, fellowship, group discussions and the diversity of God’s people was especially a 

blessing! 

 

March 2018 was a month where the SF Malawi team were visited by our global SF leaders: 

Tripp Johnston and Jill Ireland.  This was a huge encouragement to us! During this month we 

had also a netball day camp where we had over 75 girls participating in Blantyre. We have 

seen God at work transforming the lives of young girls at this camp.   

 

April 218 was a busy month with trainings and Fostance preparation for USA trip to 

increase awareness and mobilize many families and churches to support the SF Malawi 

ministry. We had 2 BT one done  in eastern region in BACOMA and another one in 

southern region especially Chikwawa in AEC.  

 62 Participants were trained as new CCSM Coaches . 

 

May was also fruitful we had BT in central region with STUM  Its SIM children ministry ( a 

para non denomination ministry) we trained 40 new coaches this time.And we had a prayer 

and fasting this month as SF Malawi joined by Blantyre local churches. 

 

June was another month that I meet denomination leadership to talk more of the SF 

ministry in their denomination kind of updating and pray together .We had also agreat 

opportunity of meeting all pastors of AEC and we were given the platform to stimulate the 

vision to them. We thank God many pastors they love this ministry and they promise to 

promote and encourage their local churches to prioritizethis ministry . 

 



 

July was avery busy month as we were preparing many things for the camps in August, we 

had also Netball coaching training with30 participants  and 2 BT one in Lilongwe central 

region by AEC  and Phalombe in Southern region by EBCM with 50 participants all together 

.We had a successful time. 

 

 

August was month where by we had a team of ST from UK to help with camps and  we had 

2 successful  camps both for Girls and Boys. To the very end of the month we had football 

coaching training which was great too. 

 

September was a month with less happenings but still we had BT with Passion Centre which 

went well as well as Prayer and planning retreat. 

 

 

 

PERSECUTED BY HER OWN FATHER 

We are very grateful for what God is doing across Malawi as many young people know 

and follow Jesus through the platform of sports ministry. During a recent Discipleship 

Training course in July,  we were deeply encouraged by many of our netball coaches and 

their testimonies of God’s faithfulness.   Thank you for all your support and prayers! 

The strong hand of the Lord is powerfully at work here in Malawi!  

Here is a story from one of the coaches at the training in July! 

17 year old girl who came to know Christ 3 years ago and was well helped by her 

Coach as she walk with her in the journey of disciplining her to grow in faith.  

Meet Suzeni, she is 17 years old and came to know and follow Jesus 3 years ago because 

she had a coach who walked through life with her and 

discipled her.   Now, Suzeni is replacing her beloved 

coach and mentor because her coach was recently 

married and had to move to a different town.  

Suzeni enjoys fellowshipping with her netball team and 

does all that she can to help them to know and follow 

Jesus Christ.   But, as we who follow Jesus know, this 

life is full of troubles.   And right now, Suzeni is in 

some deep waters now: persecution by her own 

father.  

  

You see, Suzeni’s father is not a 

Christian and believes in African 

traditional religion and doesn’t want to 

hear anything about Jesus. Because 

Suzeni believes the Gospel, she has the Holy Spirit, 

follows Jesus the Son, and knows that she is a daughter of the Most High: God the 

Father.   But her earthly father is not happy about this “Heavenly Father” that Suzeni 

loves and always talks about. Recently, Suzeni’s biological dad has been forcing her to 



 

stop attending her local church and recant trusting in Jesus.   Instead, he wants her, “to 

be obedient and follower her ‘first father’ in practicing magic and witchcraft.”   

Despite all these pressures and persecution, Suzeni has clung to Christ and her 

relationship with Jesus continues to grow in breadth and depth.  As her cup overflows 

with the joy of the Lord, her father has made her a target of ridicule and has cut off all 

his parental support of her.  She is no longer experiencing a loving earthy father.  Suzeni 

is in her first year of high school, but is no longer attending school because her dad is 

angry with her and has refused to pay her school fees.   

Though her earthly father has essentially separated from her, Suzeni continues to grow 

in faith and quoted, Romans 8:35-39 at our training, “Nothing can separate me from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus!”  

  

She knows what it means to have “All men hate you on account of me (Jesus)”.  Yet she 

continued to go to the Well and the only fountain that brings life: Jesus Christ.    

 
 

 

Prayer and Praise Points: 
 

• Praise God for the way He enabled us to finish 2018 well and start 2018-2019 

dependent on Him!   

• Praise the Lord for SF Malawi team they are one in spirit and there is strong unity 

that helps the ministry to grow more  

• Pray that many coaches will stand in time of trial and hardship like coach 

Suzeni 

• Pray for Suzeni to bring light into her own family. Pray especially that 

her father might come to know and follow Jesus. 

• Pray for Suzeni to persevere under a heavy hand of persecution.  May 

she stand strong in Christ! 
• Praise God for the support & mentoring that Fostance is getting from SIM family in his 

new leadership role. 

• Praise God that 3 of  our Sports Friends Malawi team  had a fruitful time in Kenya for 

Coach trainers Mentoring  

• Praise God as many young people are surrendering their lives to Christ through this 

platform of Sports 

• Praise God for the coming in of Baptist Convention Sports Coordinator  

• Praise God that over 16,140 youth and their families are weekly being reached with 

the gospel through this ministry. 

• Pray for God’s provision for this ministry and support we receive from SF family 

worldwide and SIM Malawi.  

• Pray for the growth of this ministry here in Malawi that we will be able to manage..  

• Continue Praying for the nation of Malawi as we will have our presidential election 

next year in May. Pray for the campaigning and rallies starting now to be peaceful. 

 


