
Project # MW 96454 : Church Leadership Scholarships 
 

Vision  

By faith we see trained pastors and church leaders equipped to lead the Malawian 

church. We see the church growing both numerically and, most importantly, into 

deeper personal relationships with Jesus Christ. 

 

Background 

The Africa Evangelical Church (AEC) denomination has approximately 150 

congregations with about 50 pastors and evangelists who have had Biblical training. The 

Malawian church has enormous potential, but in order for this to be realized, godly 

members must be raised up and trained to lead the local congregations. SIM has 3 

missionaries placed as lecturers at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM). 

SIM has teamed up with the AEC to provide future leaders with the necessary firm 

biblical foundation. The church endorses members from its congregations as potential 

church leaders.  Following an interview process, involving SIM, AEC, and the colleges 

themselves, SIM provides successful applicants with scholarships to Bible colleges. These 

scholarships generally cover tuition fees, boarding fees, and transportation to and from 

college each term. Without assistance like this, nearly none of the students or churches 

would be capable of financing a substantial, Christian education. Students are expected 

to provide their own funds for registration fees, books, and other personal expenses.  

Upon completion of their studies, students are expected to undergo a 1 year internship 

program under an experienced pastor in order to gain some practical and firsthand 

experience of ministry. 
 

Progress 

Currently (Sep 2018) this project is supporting 13 students at EBCoM 

- 3 students on the 3 yr diploma program 

- 2 students on the 3 yr certificate program (phasing out) 

- 3 students on the 2 yr certificate program (newly phased in) 

- 5 students on the wives program.) 

 

During the current period, 3 students completed their 1 yr internship program and are 

now placed in local congregations (Lumbadzi in Lilongwe district, Chilinga in Phalombe, 

and Dwangwa in Nkhotakota) as evangelists 

At the same time 3 students graduated from EBCoM and have commenced their 1 yr 

internships (at Chirimba in Blantyre, Ngabu in Chikwawa, and Tengani in Nsanje). 

2 new students were admitted to the first year EBCoM program, one on the 3 yr 

diploma and one on the 2 yr certificate. 

5 wives have accompanied their husbands to EBCoM this year to study on the wives 

program while their husbands complete their final year at the college. During this year 

EBCoM will complete the transition from a 3 yr certificate program to a 2yr certificate 

at the requirement of ACTEA (Association of Christian Theological Educators in Africa). 

No students were undertaking the non-residential extension program this year. 

 



The project is currently facing some real financial challenges with only enough funds 

anticipated to see the students through this current academic year. Pray that more 

donors will be found 

 

Story time -  “The Challenge of Ministry” 
 

Alfred Banda is one of the recently 

graduated interns having previously 

completed the 3yr certificate in Biblical 

Studies and Christian Ministry at EBCOM.  

Here he is, at right, with the church 

leaders in Blantyre where he had come 

for the funeral of a well-known and 

respected AEC member and then came to 

church here before heading home.  

He has completed his years internship at 

the main AEC congregation in the capital 

city, Lilongwe, and has now been placed at 

Chilinga, Phalombe which is a very rural 

setting where he has oversight of 3 

churches including one just over the border in Mozambique. The churches there were 

part of our HIV/AIDS Youth Peer Educator program and it was one of the places where 

there was great impact and even on-going ministry after the finish of the official 

program.  

It is a beautiful setting at the base of Mount Mulanje, but it is a very poor area and the 

previous pastor really struggled to survive with next to no financial support from the 

small  congregation who are struggling as subsistence farmers themselves.  

So, Alfred has gone from the most urban & financially well off church in the AEC to one 

of the poorest so he will find that a huge challenge. He will probably try and do some 

kind of small business himself in order to help make ends meet. 

 

Outlook 

This first half of the academic year is mostly a time for us to monitor how the new 

pastors and students are doing – in ministry in their new congregations, on internship 

and at the college itself. 
 

Prayer requests 

▪ Pray for the new and the continuing students at EBCOM – that they will grow in 

their relationship with God during these formative years for their ministry  

▪ Pray for Alfred Banda, and the others who have recently completed their 

internships, that they will settle well in their new locations, and will develop 

good ministry and personal relationships with their new congregations  

▪ Pray for more finances to continue to be able to train pastors for the future. 

 


